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Organizational Placemeng& Mission of the Office of Highway Safety

and Justice Programs

The Office of Highway Safety and Justice Programs (OHSJP), a division of the Garalina
Department of Public Safety (SCDPS), is responsible for carrying out activities related to the ad-
ministration of an effective highway safety prograris is accomplished by developing programs
and other activities throughout South Carolina. ity evidencebased performance measures
and strategies, the impact goal of the OHSJP is to help reducedddiffons, injuries and fatal-

ities through the various programs that are spearheaded, coordaratéd implemented by this
office. Collision statistics collected bthe OHSJP are used to determine our progress in meeting
this goal. The OHSJP is recognized internally and externally as a division of SCDPS that is dedi-
cated to informing the public about highway safety issues through educatohaliblic outreach
campaigns; administering federafiynded grants to address highway safety issues; serving as a
custodian of statewide collision statistics; and acting as a coordinator of highway safety activities
throughout the stat&.he mission ofie OHSJPis to develop comprehensive strategies aimed at
reducing the number and severity of traffadlisionson the state's streets and highways.

Major Functions of OHSJP:

- Serves as the State Highway Safety Office for South Carolina;

- Administers $5 $10 million in highway safety grant funds from dederal partner, the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA);

- Houses the Statistical Analysasid Research SectigBARS) for the agency whiclon-
ducts statistical resedr and analysis to determine the specific causes, locations, and other
information regarding traffic collisiong.his information is used to determine where best
to allocate our grant funds and focus our enforcement/educational efforts;

- Coordinates statvide highway safety enforcement and public information and education

campaigns (e.gSober or SlammerBuc kl e Up, South Carol i nal.

forced, which correspond respectively to the natidbele Sober or Get Pulled Ovand

Click it or Ticketcampaigns)Coordination includes garnering law enforcement support
for these campaigns, conducting statewide press events, producing TV/radio/print ads to
support the steppeaap enforcement effast etc.;

- Supports the SC Law Enforcement Netlwv¢SCLEN) system. The SCLEN eomprised
of 16 separate networks (based on judicial circuit), each of which meets regularly to share
and disseminate traffic safety information, coordinates joint traffic enforcement and media
efforts, identifies and proves training for network members, and participates in statewide
enforcement mobilization efforts

- Participatesvith approprate state and federal partnersha development and implemen-
tation of the SC Strategic Highway Safety Plan.




Other Special Projed, Events, and Activities Coordinated by OHSJP

- Annual Memorial Service for Highway Fatality Victims

- Law Enforcementarget ZerdChallenge

- DUI Enforcement Recognition/Law Enforcem@rarget ZerdChallenge Ceremony
- South Carolina Collision and Ticket Tracking System (SCCATTS)

- Child Passenger Safety Week

The OHSJP also spearheads three statewide committees that have been established to address fna-
jor issues in highway safety: the Impaired Driving Prever@ioancil, the Motorcycle Safety Task
Force and the Traffic Records Coordinating CommitfEee OHSJP is divided into the following
primary sectionsBusiness ManagementCriminal Justice Grant Programs; Highway Safety
Grants Administration; Juvenile Justiee Grant Programs; Law Enforcement Support Ser-
vices; Public Affairs; School Resource Officer Program;Statistical Analysis and Researg;
and the SC Law Enforcement Officers Hall of Fame
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Statistical Summary

South Carolina experienceah increase in traffic fatalities from 2016 to 2020 whemgared to

the number of fatalities that occurred from 2@115.According to the Statistical Analysis and
Research Section (SARS) of the OHSJP, fiiesyear period had three spikes in traffitalgies.

The first was in 2016 with a total of 1,020 traffic fatalities, an increase of 41 traffic fatalities from
2015. The second was in 2018 with a total of 1,036 traffic fatalities, an increase of 47 traffic
fatalities from 2017The third was in 2P0 with a preliminary total of 1,064 traffic fatalities, an
increase of 58 traffic fatalities fro2019 Despite thedip in 2017 traffic fatalities argrending
upward overall and current 202frendsshow a higher traffic fatality number than 2020.

Sauth Carolina Traffic Fatalities

!! 1006

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Note: The number of total fatalities is provided by FARS -201BFinal Fileand2020 ARF.

Despitet he i ncrease in traffic fatalities over |t
rate (MDR) hasndicated a dcreasing trenfiom 1.89 in 201%0 1.74in 2019 with spikegn 2018
and 2020 1.82 & 1.98. Despite thaisein thenumber of traffic fatalities in 2016, the MDR for
2016 was one percent lower than the 2015 MDR and the decrease conti20&d.inhe lovest
MDR in the history of South Carolina occurred
2015 MDR was the highest in the nation.

South Carolina Mileage Death Rate

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Note: The MDR is provided by FARS 22019 Final File and 2020 state data.
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According toNHTSA, the number of alcohempaireddriving fatalities (a driver with a BAC of

.08 or more involved in the collisiomas 339 in 2013, accounting for 44.2% of the total number
of traffic fatalities that year. This was the highest percertégiohotimpaireddriving fatalities

in South Carolina during the 10 year span (20020) Despite the high percentage of impaired
driving traffic fatalities when compared to the total number of traffic fatalities in 2013, this year
marked the beginningf a three year downward trend in the numbealobhotimpaireddriving
traffic fatalities.The downward trend ended in 2016 with a spike of 343. The following year, in
2017,NHTSAO Batality Analysis Reporting System (FAR&)nual Report File (ARFindicated
305fatalities involving an alcohaempaired drivey which is a decrease of 11.1% from 2016. The
percentage of alcohamnpaired driving fatalities reached its lowest in the past 10 years in 2019,
with 27.4% of total traffic fatalities, and the 202€rpentage of 29.6% is the third lowest.

South Carolina Alcohokimpaired Driving Fatalities

979 1020 g9gg 1036 1006 1064

g28 863 267 823

soll sl Rl sl el

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Note: The number of alcohaipaired driving traffic fatalities and of total fatalities is provided by FARS-2019Final Fileand 2020ARF.

South Carolina experiencéloe lowest percentage of speedirgjatedfatalitiesin 2011. Since the
2011 low of 33.6% (278 out of the 828 traffic fatalities), speedatated fatalities have increased
considerablyPrdiminary FARS figures for 2020 indicatthe percentage speedingrelated fa-
talities is 46.4%, which is the highest in 10 years (22Q20).

South Carolina SpeedingRelated Fatalities

979 1020 989 1036 1006 1064

g28 863 767 823

QMEEEEE

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Note: The number of speedirglated traffic fatalities and total fatalities is provided by FARSL2W19 Final File and 2020RF.




In South Carolina, passenger vehicle occupant fatatitiestitutethe largest pportion of traffic
fatalities in the state. NHTSA defines pass
known o0ccup a merger tays,pspods ublity vepiades ESUVs), pickup trucks, vans, and
other light trucks. The upward rise in the number of traffic fatalities from 767 in 2013 is mirrored
in the number of passenger vehicle occupant fatalities, with the number increasthly ftem

2013 until the observed decrease in 2018s upward trenthascontinuedevery year since 2013
excluding the observed decrease in 2019.

South Carolina Passenger Vehicle Occupant Fatalities
(All Seat Positions)

2011 248 258 ¥} 547
2012 217 313 EYi 567

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

214 242 cYy. 488
268 275 v1i 567

H Restrained M Unrestrained H Unknown

Note: The number gbassenger vehicle occupant traffic fatalities (all seat positions) with restraint usage totals is provida&8y20t2019
Final File and 2028RF.

A major factor contributing to the passenger vehicle occupant fatalities is restraint usage. More
thanhalf of all passenger vehicle occupant fataljtigkere restraint usage was knowrere un-

restrained from 2011 to 2020. The highest percentage of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupaht

fatalities where restraint was knowagcurred in 2008 at 65.7% (@but of 627).In the last ten
years, lhe lowespercentage (50.6%)ccurredn 2013.




Motorcyclist fatalities decreasdxy 22%to 145 in 2017 from 186 in 2016. This downward trend
continuedhrough2020 with a slight spike in 2019'he motorcyclisfigures include moped rider
datato be consistent with FARS reporting

South Carolina Motorcyclist Fatalities

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Note: The number of motorcyclist fatalities is provided by FAR$-2019 Final File and 20XRF.FARS motorcyclist fatalities include mdpe
riders.




A major factor contributing to motorclyst fatalities is helmet usdlore than half of all motorcy-
clist fatalities weree 0 n s i dndelneetkd from 2011 to 2020. The highest percentage of un-
helmeted motorcyclist fatalities occurred2014 at 79.3% The lowespercentage fronhe last

ten years occurred in 2020 at B%.. South Carolinads hel met
(operators and passengers) to wear a helmet if they are under the age of 21.

South Carolina Motorcyclist Fatalities Helmet Usage

2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

B Helmeted m Unhelmeted B Unknown

Note: The number of motorcyclist fatalities (helmeted, unhelmeted, and unknown) is provide@iR$ 20t2019 Final File and 2020RF.South
/' I NREtAYlFIQa OdNNByid KStYSGE fFg aidl (S aeqdiredadNdedra Hamet (FeBionlHs3668)S FARS NA
motorcyclist fatalities include moped riders.
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South Carolinaés bicyclist fatalities had t
2016, with 25 bicyclist fatalities. This was an e&se ohinebicyclist fatalities from 203 The
second occurred in 2018, with 23 bicyclist fatalities. This was an increasebadyclist fatalities

from 2017. The thirdnd highesbccurred in 2019, with 26 bicyclist fatalities. This was an in-
crease ofthreebicyclist fatalities from 2018The 2020 figure, 14, represents a decrease of 46%
when compared to 2019.

South Carolina Bicyclist Fatalities

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Note: The number of bicyclist fatalities is providedRS 20t2019 Final File and 202RF.

In 2011, South Carolina experienced 113 pedestrédific fatalities. Since2013,pedestrian traf-
fic fatalities have been on the rise 2020, South Carolina experienced an increade %o
when compared t8019. The increase in 2026sulted inan overall increasén pedestrian traf-
fic fatalitiesof 87.0% from 2013 to 2020.

South Carolina PedestrianTraffic Fatalities

163 | 187

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Note: The number of pedestrian fatalities is provided#RS 20t2019 Final File and 2020~
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Statewide Performance Targets and Results

Listed in the table below
Safety Plamand are consistent with tiee r f or manc e

area within the Annual Report document.

Performance Measures
Traffic fatalities will increase by 3.P6 from a five year base-

ar e

Sout h

measures developed by

Results

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is nor

line moving average of 96% 2014-2018 to a five year moving expected to meet its 20PD21 average fatality goal of 1,005.

average of 1,005 for 201-2021.

To decrease serious traffic injuries by 0.5% from the 2014
2018 baseline average of 2,965 to 2,950 for 2eA021.

To decrease trafficfatalities/VMT by 2.2% from a five year
baseline moving average o0f.80in 2014-2018to a five year
moving average ofl.76for 2017-2021

To decrease traffic fatalities/VMT (Rural) by 0.4% from the
2014-2018 baseline average of 2.54 to 2.53 Hyecember 31,
2021

To decrease traffic fatalities/VMT (Urban) by 0.8% from the
2014-2018 baseline average 01.19to 1.18by December 31,
2021

To decrease unrestrained motor vehicle occupant fatalities
by 0.3% from the 20142018 baseline average of 307 to 306
by December 31, 2021.

The OHSJP will examin202l data to determine vith adjust-
ments are needed in South C
Plan Performance Targets.

Goal Met: Based on current projections, ttate is expected t
meet its 20172021 average serious traffic injuries goal of 2,9

Goal Nat Met: Based on current projections, the state is not
pected to meet its 2042021 average fatality goal of £.7The
OHSJP will examine 202data to determine vith adjustments
are needed in South Carolin
Performance Tigets.

This statistical information is currently unavailable via the on
reporting of NHTSA/FARS data; the state has no prigastat
this time.

This statistical information is currently unavailable via the on
reporting of NHTSA/FARS data; the stdtas no projections ¢
this time.

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is no
expected to meet iB021 unrestrained motor vehicle occupan
fatalities goal of 306The OHSJP will examin202L data to de-
terminewlchadj ust ments are neede
coming Highway Safety Plan Performance Targets.

11
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To decrease alcoheimpaired driving fatali ties by 0.3% from
the 20142018 baseline average of 315 to 314 by December
31, 2021.

To decrease speedingelated traffic fatalities by 0.3% from
the 20142018 baseline average of 386 to 385 by December
31, 2021.

To decrease motorcyclist fatalities by 0.6% from the 2014
2018 baseline average of 156 to 155 by December 31, 2021

To decrease unhelmeted motorcyclist fatalities by 0.9% fron
the 20142018 baseline average of 112 to 111 by December
2021.

To decrease the number of drivers age 20 and under in-
volved in fatal crashes by 0.8% from the 2012018 baseline
average of 121 to 120 by December 31, 2021.

To decrease pedestrian traffic fatalities by 0.7% from the
20142018 baseline average of 139 to 138 by December 31,
2021.

To decrease bicyclist traffic fatalities by 5.3% from the 2014
2018 baselineaverage of 19 to 18 by December 31, 2021.

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not
pected to meet its 2021 alcohnipaired driving fatalities goal c
314. The OHSJP will examine 2Q@2latato determine with ad-
just ments are needed in So
Safety Plan Performance Targets.

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not
pected to meet its 2021 speednetpted fatalities goal of 38%he
OHSJP will examin021 data to determine vith adjustments
are needed in South Carol .l
Performance Target

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not
pected to meet its 2021 motorcyclist fatalities goal of 15t
OHSJPwill examine 202 data to determine vith adjustments
are needed in South Caroli.l
Performance Targets.

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not
pected to meet its 2021 dnelmeted motorcyclist fatalities go
of 111. The OHSJP will examine 2QZlata to determine vith

adjustments are needed in
Safety Plan Performance Targets.

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not
pected to meet it3021 drivers age 20 and under involved in fa
crashes goal df20. The OHSJP will examin2021 data to deter-
minewhichadj ust ments are needed

Highway Safety Plan Performance Targets.

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not
pected to meet its 2021 pedestrigaffic fatalities goal of 138
The OHSJP will examin202L data to determine vith adjust-
ments are needed in South C
Plan Performance Targets.

Goal Met: Based on current projections, the state is expect
meet its 2021 bicyclist traffic fatalities goal of 18.

12




To decrease moped traffic fatalities by 2.9% from the 2024 Goal Met: Based on current projections, the state is expect

2018 baseline average of 35 &4 by December 31, 2021.

to meet its 2021 moped traffic fatalities goal of 34.

To increase observed seatbelt usage rate by 0.1 percentage Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the stateatex-

points from the 20142018 baseline average of 9X6to

91.6% by December 31, 2021.

Annual Activity Performance Measuredracker

2016:
2017:
2018:
2019:
2020:
2016:
2017:
2018:
2019:
2020:
2016:
2017:
2018:
2019:
2020:

Seatbelt Citations

Impaired Driving
Arrests

Number of Speeding
Citations

147,422
126,541
123,659
125,909
52,050
20,148
18,678
20,832
20,164
14,872
366,876
352,000
327,614
330,174
222,647

pected to meet its 20 observed seatbelt usage rate goal of
91.6%
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Primary activities of Program Administration include:

Administration Includes preparation of the Highway Safety Plandisttfibution and administra-
tion of federal funds to state, local, and private agencies.

Problem IdentificationIncludes identification of actual and potential traffic safety hazards and
effective countermeasures.

Monitoring and Evaluatianincludes moitoring and evaluation of approved highway safety pro-
jects, as well as other highway safety initiatives conducted through other sources of funding, and
the preparation of an annual evaluation of the Highway Safety Plan.

Public Information and Educatiofncludes development and coordination of humerous public
awareness activities with particular emphasis on impaired driving, occupant protection, speed re;
duction, and other similar efforts.

14




Planning and Administration Program Overview

Planning and Administration Program Goals

1. Traffic fatalities will increase b@.7%from a five year baseline moving averag®69
in 20142018to a five year moving average bf005 for 20172021

Figure C-1: South Carolina Total Traffic Fatalities
5 Year Moving Average with Trend Analysis

1200 . ..
1100 Y =-0.8263% + 19.412% - 105.95x + 996.44 C-1 Traffic Fatalities

1000

900 - - 1,100
-~ - o - “I o
800 % 2 1,000
700 o 900
600
400 700
42

R R P A SR G IR R & m@q ,LQ»“’ m&% q/@" & %Q@ '1,@}
Polynomial Projection = 2014 =823
-.8263(11%+19.412(11§ - 105.95(11) + 996.64 = 1,042015 = 979
2016 = 1020
2013-2017 Average = 916 2017 =989
2014-2018 Average = 969 2018 = 1036
2015-2019 Average = 1006 2019 =1006
2016-2020 Est. Average = 1023 2020 = 1064 (FARS ARF)
2017-2021 Est. Average = 1043 2021 = 1119 (SARS Prediction)

The Statistical Analysis and Research Section (SARS) of the OHSJP predi&sutigtarolina
will experience a fivgrear average number bjo43traffic fatalities by December 32021. Based
on current projections, the state is not expected to me201%2021 average fatality goal of
1,005. Because performance targetlGvas not met, the state will adjust its upcoming 2023
HSPand begin implementing strategies in FFY 2@2Better meet this performance target.

In March 2021, the SC Highway Patrol implemented an Area Coordinated Enforcement (ACE)
strategy. The strategy focuses enforcement efforts irdudjision corridorsin each county of the

state in order to reduce fatal and serious injury collisions.-Elijlsion location data was shared
with FFY 2021 enforcement subgrantees as requested, arhthisvill be shared with all en-
forcement subgrantees in order to emphasiegemportance of directing law enforcement\atyi

in the locations in whichlcohotlimpairedfatal and serious injurgollisionsare occurring

Resources, which included best practices, were provided for all new FFY 2022 subgrantees ta
assist them in the implementation of their programs; enhanced monitoring efforts will be utilized

15




in FFY 2022,and thestate will shareghe FFY 2021Annual Report and approval letter with sub-
granteeslin addition, the OHSJP will continue to utilize the recommendations included in the 2019
Occupant Protection and Impaired Driving Program Assessmentsananand develop projects

for FFY 2023. Final data from CY 2021 will be examined and existing efforts will be taken into
appropriate consideration as ftReY 2023 performance targets are developed.

2. To decrease serious traffic injuries @p%from the20142018baseline average of
2,965 to 2,950 for 2012021

Figure C-2: South Carolina Serious Traffic Injuries
5 Year Moving Average with Trend Analysis

4000 . . -
y =-253.1In(x) + 3604.5 G2 Serious Traffic Injuries
3500 ~o 4,500
[o0] -
LO I~
To] — - T Tl
3000 &g A i B g-g 4000
=
2500 R
3,500
2000
1500 3,000
'»0\’\’ ’19’0/ '»‘& '19\’v '»Q\f) '19\’6 ’1,6\:\ '»&Cb ,&\9 '»&Q m@’\/
N F T F G 2,500
SRS SUENENENREP PPN g & & & o & 0 @
D S S O S S
Logarithmic Projection = 2014 = 3189
-253.1In(11) + 3604.5 = 2,998 2015 =3092
2016 = 3049
2013-2017 Average = 3089 2017 = 2851
2014-2018 Average = 2965 2018 = 2642
2015-2019 Average = 2974 2019 = 3237
2016-2020 Est. Average = 2877 2020 = 2606 (State Data)
2017-2021 Est. Average = 2865 2021 = 2990 (SARS Prediction)

The OHSJPprojects that th€017-2021 average number of serious traffic injuries will b865
Based on current projections, the state is expected to m2@I#2021 average seriousaffic injuries
goal of 2950
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3. Traffic fatalities/VMT will increase by.2%from a five year baseline moving average of
1.80 in 20142018to a five year moving average bf76 for 20172021

Figure C-3: South Carolina Traffic Fatalities/VMT
5 Year Moving Average with Trend Analysis

190 . -
Lgg Y="0.0016% +0.03163 -0.1725x +19754 G3 Traffic Fatalities/VMT
' A m |22
1.80 <
X - N 2.00
175 h -4 :
1.70 S~ mr” 1.80
<N - 0
165 xS B ~ 1.60
160 . 1.40
1.
> NV WD » & © A b O Q N 120
RO SN RN A\ S S 2 O DD M> 90 A DO O
MDA A LA DA LA DA LA DA A DA A N A ST AR I I A S )
Q 0% (%] \;\ %Q %Q %0 ,1/0 ,1/0 ,-1/0 ,-1/0 ,-1/0 ’1/0 ’1/0 ’1/0 '1/0 'T/Q n'/Q

SCDOT VMT Estimated Growth: 2% annually for 2020-2021 |2014 = 1.65
Estimated Fatality Reduction: 1.75% annually for 2020-2021 (2015 =1.89

2016 =1.87
2013-2017 Average = 1.75 2017=1.78
2014-2018 Average = 1.8 2018 =1.82
2015-2019 Average = 1.82 2019=1.74
2016-2020 Est. Average = 1.84 2020 = 1.98 (State Data)
2017-2021 Est. Average = 1.83 2021 = 1.84 (SARS Prediction)

The Statistical Analysis and Research Section (SARS) of the OHSJP predi&sutigtarolina

will experience a fivegyear average number df83traffic fatalitieVMT by December 31, 202
Based on current projectiortbe state is not expected to meet20172021 average fatality goal
of 1.76. Because performance targeB@vas not met, the state will adjust its upcoming FFY 2023
HSP and begin implementing strategies in FFY 2022 to better meet this performance target.

In March 2021, the SC Highwaya®ol implemented an Area Coordinated Enforcement (ACE)
strategy. The strategy focuses enforcement efforts irdutjision corridorsin each county of the
state in order to reduce fatal and serious injury collisions.-Elidlision location data was shear
with FFY 2021 enforcement subgrantees as requested, arahthisvill be shared with all en-
forcement subgrantees in order to emphaieemportance of directing law enforcement\ati

in the locations in whiclhlcohotimpairedfatal and serious injry collisionsare occurring

Resources, which included best practices, were provided for all new FFY 2022 subgrantees tg
assist them in the implementation of their programs; enhanced monitoring efforts will be utilized
in FFY 2022,and thestate will slarethe FFY 2021Annual Report and approval letter with sub-
granteeslin addition, the OHSJP will continue to utilize the recommendations included in the 2019
Occupant Protection and Impaired Driving Program Assessments to enhance and develop projects
for FFY 2023. Final data from CY 2021 will be examined and existing efforts will be taken into
appropriate consideration as ftReY 2023 performance targets are developed.
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4. To decrease traffic fatalities/VMT (Rural) by 0.4% from #4.42018baseline averay
of 2.54 to 2.53 by December 31, 2021

Figure C-3R: South Carolina Traffic Fatalities/VMT(Rural)
5 Year Moving Average with Trend Analysis
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SCDOT VMT Estimated Growth: 2% annually for 2020-2021 |2014 = 2.52
Estimated Fatality Reduction: 1.75% annually for 2020-2021 |2015 = 2.35

2016 = 2.47
2013-2017 Average = 2.54 2017 =2.72
2014-2018 Average = 2.54 2018 =2.65
2015-2019 Average = 2.57 2019 =2.65
2016-2020 Average = 2.74 2020 = 3.21 (State Data)
2017-2021 Est. Average = Unknown 2021 = Unknown

South Carolina statistical information for Goal3R, as outlined above in Figu@3R, is not
currently available for the Annual Report.
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5. To decreastraffic fatalities/VMT (Urban) by0.8%from the20142018baseline average
of 1.19 to 1.18 by December 31, 2021

South Carolina statistical information for GoaBO, as outlined above in Figu@&3U, is not
currently available for the Annual Report.
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